
Chain Information 

Everything you need to know for buying chain for use with Plath wildcats. 

Chain 

 Size 

Actual  

Size 

Weight per 

100’ 

Working 

 Load 

Test Load  

Minimum 

Ultimate 

Breaking 

Inside 

Length 

Inside 

Width 

1/4 9/32 71 1,250 2,500 5,000 1.01 .48 

5/16 11/32 107 1,900 3,800 7.600 1.10 .46 

3/8 13/32 158 2,650 5,300 10,600 1.22 .59 

1/2 17/32 268 4,500 9,000 18,000 1.54 .79 

♦♦♦♦    R.C. Plath System 3 Proof Coil 

♦♦♦♦    R.C. Plath System 4 High Test 

1/4 9/32 75 2,600 4,300 7,750 .79 .40 

5/16 11/32 111 3,900 6,400 11,600 .98 .45 

3/8 13/32 157 5,400 8,900 16,200 1.15 .58 

7/16 15/32 213 7,200 11,900 21,500 1.31 .67 

1/2 17/32 264 9,200 15,300 27,600 1.41 .76 

♦♦♦♦    R.C. Plath System 7 Binding Chain 

1/4 9/32 75 3,150 6,300 12,600 .82 .39 

5/16 11/32 111 4,700 9,400 18,800 1.02 .46 

3/8 13/32 157 6,600 13,200 26,400 1.14 .59 

7/16 15/32 235 8,750 17,500 35,000 1.29 .65 

1/2 17/32 264 11,300 22,600 45,600 1.43 .75 

♦♦♦♦    R.C. Plath System 8 High Strength Alloy Test 

1/4 9/32 75 4,100 8,200 14,400 .87 .44 

5/16 5/16 91 5,100 10,200 17,800 .94 .46 

3/8 13/32 159 7,300 14,600 25,600 1.11 .54 

1/2 1/2 263 13,000 26,000 45,600 1.55 .72 

System 3 same as System 3 - G3 - Grade 3 - Type 3 

System 4 same as System 4 - G4 - Grade 4 - Type 4 

System 7 same as System 7 - G7 - Grade 7 - Type 7 

System 8 same as System 8 - G8 - Grade 8 - Type 8 

 

Loss of strength specification due to galvanizing 

System 3 approx. 0% reduction 

System 4 approx. 10% reduction 

System 7 approx. 20% reduction 

System 8 approx. 30%+ reduction 
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 Here is a practical solution for the auxiliary power problems on small vessels.  With the 

PLATH Power Take-off, you can use the power of your main engine to efficiently operate 

high-capacity bilge pumps, generators, compressors and hydraulic pumps.  Commercial 

fishing boats can also operate line shafting, gillnet reels, gurdies or washdown pumps. 

    Two independent cone clutches—with a direct or remote control for each—provide two 

independent drives.  Power from the engine is transmitted through a V-belt drive to the center 

sheave of the take-off. 

    Movement of a control lever to the engaged position brings the outside sheave in contact 

with the cone clutch and power is immediately and smoothly transmitted to the auxiliary 

equipment trough V-belt drive.  Either of the drives may be used separately or both at the same 

time. 

    The non-rotating shaft made of stainless steel carries the V-belt sheaves that rotate on 

permanently lubricated and sealed ball bearings. 

    An adjustment is provided at each control in order to compensate for wear on the 

replaceable cone friction rings. 

    The PLATH Power take-off has been successfully used for more than 20 years—and is 

your solution to more pleasure—ore more efficient work for greater profits.  You can order 

one now for immediate deliver. 

    Remote Controls for the PLATH Power 

Take-off may be installed in any location on 

your boat, for convenience or if the engine 

room is inaccessible.  These controls provide 

quick response for putting into operation the 

engine room auxiliary equipment driven 

through the PLATH Power Take-off. 

    The Remote Controls are available in 

polished bronze or chrome plated. 

    Mount Remote Control levers (No. 1) on 

any desirable bulkhead or panel. 

    Secure small pulleys or deckblocks (No. 

2) where control cable (No. 3) changes 

direction between the Power Take-off (No. 4) 

and the Remote Control lever (No. 1). 

    Insert 3/32” diameter wire rope (control 

cable) (No. 3) through drilled holes in the end 

of Power Take-off engaging lever (No. 5) 

and secure by tightening 1/4” square head set 

screws (No. 6). 

    Thread cable pulleys to Remote Controls 

and insert cable in end of Bellcrank (No. 7). 

    Set Bellcrank on Remote Control so that 

when the control lever is actuated, sufficient 

tension is applied to the control cable to 

properly engage the Power Take off Clutch 

without slippage when under load.  The 

Bellcrank should pass center just enough to 

hold the control in the engaged position. 

Operates from V-Belt Pulley on Crankshaft Stub Shaft 

Instructions For Installation 

Power Take-Offs 
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The lever type is for remote control only. 
Controls may be installed in any location 
convenient for your operation with cables 
connecting the Power Take-off levers. 

The Direct control is very popular for 
commercial fishing craft and work boats. 
This type of control is most convenient 
where it is necessary to operate the 
clutches at the Power Take-off installation. 



 The Model 60-A, PLATH Power Take-off is the standard 

unit designed for general service and to operate equipment 

requiring either a single or double belt drive. This model is also 

available with either a single or double clutch and for direct or 

remote control.   

 Simple design with few moving parts makes this a good 

clutch for marine applications. 

 Sheaves are made of corrosion resistant aluminum alloy. 

The shaft is stainless steel.  Bearings are permanently lubricated 

and sealed, and other parts not made of bronze or stainless are 

protected against corrosion. 

 The model 60-X, PLATH Power Take-off is similar to the 

Model 60-A, except that it has approximately 30% more 

capacity and is designed to handle heavier jobs.   

 This unit is built with larger ball bearings, mounted on 

bronze engaging sleeves and longer control arms are provided 

on the direct control unit in order to attain greater clutch 

pressures. 

 Model 60-X is made for double belt drive and as a double 

clutch only, but it can be furnished for either direct or remote 

control. 

Model 60 X-4-D Medium Duty Model 60 A-4D Normal Duty 
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